Steinway Lyngdorf - Scandinavian precision with a musical heart
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Steinway Lyngdorf

Now it’s time for the second impression of Lyngdorf’s latest innovations: the Steinway Lyngdorf S-series.
The brand new speaker system, named for the smallest piano the legendary manufacturer has to offer,
has only been available in Europe for a few weeks now.
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The cooperation between Steinway and Lyngdorf grew from a mutual admiration of one another’s line of
products. A combination of extremely well-finished manufacturing, self-evident craftsmanship and the
shared tendency to create the best possible musical rendering appears to have been a covenant both
strong and logical. This particular collaboration is no fling then, but built on a collective reputation,
offering a ‘total concept’.
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A system in the S-Series consists of a stereo or multi-channel preamplifier/processor, a stereo or multi-
channel power amplifier, two to five small on-wall speakers and two so-called S-210 Boundary Woofers
which can be placed against the wall or in the corners of the room. It's a package deal: you basically
cannot purchase the speakers without the electronics, and vice versa.

The set I'm about to listen to is a 5.2 system — with two woofers, that is. The Cambridge Audio 751BD
multiplayer, which recently won an EISA Award, is used as a source for audio and video, while an
incredibly sharp Yamaha projector provides rich imagery. Or better yet, allows the 751BD to provide it,
while the four Steinway Lyngdorf power amps provide 2 x 400 Watts at 4 ohm each.

Immediately the family resemblance to the Lyngdorf stereo system from the previous demonstration can
be heard. Perfect bass dimensions, excellently intelligible musical output, not a single trace of distortion,
and a natural spaciousness. The system sounds much bigger than it is; when hearing this much power
and sound, you would never expect to be seeing these modest satellite speakers.
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We finish the impressive set by listening to Simply Red, the legendary Cuba concert. Mick Hucknall was
once quoted saying he is the best singer in the world; a bold statement, especially since he was talkin
about himself, but when | listen to his act on that beautiful and large theater in Havana, | start believing
he might have been right. And what a band! It swings with restrained force, every now and then
exploding with an overwhelming dynamic. Goosebumps..
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Apart from any personal considerations | can safely state then that Lyngdorf, with an extensive
knowledge of digital sound processing, has succeeded in developing a concept that has no equals in
today’s market. With an enormous respect for the music but without fear of walking the unbeaten path,
Peter Lyngdorf and his team have accomplished something truly incredible. As far as | am concerned, the
debate of digital versus analog can be closed.



